An organizational study of hazard communication. The health provider perspective.
Without question, the more involved nurses were in the elements of hazard identification and MSDS collection and review, the more they knew about the hazardous substances and work processes at the facility. But for the most part, nurses did not participate in Haz Com programs. The process of hazard communication is complicated by the serial transmission of information through a channel of actors, from chemical manufacturers, to managers, to health and safety professionals, and finally, to workers. The larger the number of health and safety professionals in the company, the more health and safety functions were specialized and the less nurses knew about the role of safety and industrial hygiene. The ability of the organization to affect the transfer of hazard information through nurses, by policies or procedures which sharply define the limits of health functions and safety functions, is supported by observations which transcend any individual variances among production sites and nurses.